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• Founded in 1907 – over 100 years of partnership 
in parenting and home-school cooperation

• “Umbrella organization” for parents’ associations

o Nearly 1,300 parents’ associations as members

• Core mission
o Support the inclusion of parents in daycare, schools and upper

secondary education

o Influence education and child and family policy in Finland

• Number of staff at the secretariat 15 

Suomen Vanhempainliitto –
Finnish Parents’ League
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• Provide support for parents’ associations in fulfilling their
role and performing their activities

• Develop co-operation in four specific projects, one
focusing on parents of children with special needs in 
home-school cooperation

• Provide training and materials on school-home 
cooperation for:

o Parents and parents’ associations

o Teachers (from daycare to upper secondary education)

o Headmasters, school directors, education directors on municipal level

• Influence education and child and family policy in Finland

Our activities
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More courage for teachers and headmasters...

• to meet with parents and listen to their thoughts

• to try out new ways of communicating and doings things 

• to open their eyes to parents’ competencies

• to include parents in school activities 

More courage for parents...

• to support the growth and learning of their child

• to take part in school activities 

• to share their ideas and thoughts on school activities and cooperation 

• to help strengthen the wellbeing of the school community

Our vision: Change in attitudes 
and ways of cooperation



vanhempainliitto.fi

Parents of children with special 
needs in home-school co-

operation
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Parents of children with special 
needs, have special needs when it 

comes to home-school co-operation? 
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What do you think?
What needs are these?
Take three minutes to 
think and discuss with
the person next to you. 
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What do parents of children with
special needs themselves think? 

What do they need and hope? (N=89)
• To take into consideration accessibility

• To take into consideration families’ very different situations and circumstances 

• To have better communication 

• To be met and dealt with in an appreciative manner 

• To be considered as partners

• To be trusted

• To ensure that other parents’ attitudes and views are influenced when it comes 
to children with special needs and children being different in general  

• Support for inclusion and consideration of  special needs, also supporting and 
strengthening the child’s strengths – all in cooperation

• To take into consideration people and families from different cultural 
backgrounds 

• To take into consideration different kinds of families and family set ups
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Go into groups of four (4) 
and think about concrete 
ways how school and school 
community can meet the 
hopes and needs of parents. 
You can take 15 minutes. 

You are welcomed to share 
existing good practices or 
your ideas – old and new. 
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What role can active parents 

and parents’ associations play in 

promoting inclusion in schools? 

Keep in mind the parents’ hopes 

and needs presented before. 

Again, good tested practices can 

be shared as well as new and 

old ideas. Come up with new 

ideas together. ☺
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The inclusion and 
wellbeing of families 
with children with 
special needs can be 
promoted by 
developing the schools’ 
culture to be accessible 
and by transforming 
the values so that they 
embrace the fact that 
we are all different. 

What does the Finnish Parents’ League think about 
inclusion in home-school cooperation?
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How do we promote inclusion
in home-school cooperation?

• Training for professionals and students

• Training for parents and parent associations

• Consultation and advice for schools and parents

• Good practices and tools for increasing inclusion in school-
home co-operation, co-developing and sharing

• Networking

• Writing statements and participating in relevant discussions 

• Communication

• Developing and sharing materials 
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Our materials for inclusion in 
home-school cooperation

• KESY, SYKE and Wilho cards for added inclusion
https://vanhempainliitto.fi/opettajille/kesy/

• Checklist for acceccible events
https://vanhempainliitto.fi/vanhempaintoimijoille/esteettoman-tapahtuman-tsekkauslista-
kouluille/

• Inclusion to daycare, school and parents’ associations
https://vanhempainliitto.fi/opettajille/yhdenvertaisuutta/

• Stories and experiences of adults with ADHD and/or Aspergers
https://vanhempainliitto.fi/videot/kokemusasiantuntijoiden-tarinoista-tukea-kodin-ja-koulun-
arkeen/

• From co-existence to living inclusively together
https://vanhempainliitto.fi/videot/monikulttuurisuus/

https://vanhempainliitto.fi/opettajille/kesy/
https://vanhempainliitto.fi/vanhempaintoimijoille/esteettoman-tapahtuman-tsekkauslista-kouluille/
https://vanhempainliitto.fi/opettajille/yhdenvertaisuutta/
https://vanhempainliitto.fi/videot/kokemusasiantuntijoiden-tarinoista-tukea-kodin-ja-koulun-arkeen/
https://vanhempainliitto.fi/videot/monikulttuurisuus/


https://vanhempainliitto.fi/videot/kettupeli-kesy-keskustelu-symbolein/

https://www.valteri.fi/tuote/kesy-keskustelu-symbolein-sasy-samtal-med-hjalp-
av-symboler/

https://vanhempainliitto.fi/videot/kettupeli-kesy-keskustelu-symbolein/
https://www.valteri.fi/tuote/kesy-keskustelu-symbolein-sasy-samtal-med-hjalp-av-symboler/








Attitude accessibility

What is it? 

It means that accessibility becomes a 
reality in peoples’ minds and thoughts
and as a result in the way they
approach others. 



What changes in home-school
cooperation when you aim for and 
embrace inclusion? 

• Passing information turns into genuine 
dialogue 

• Working side-by-side turns into working 
together

• Being focussed primarily on problems turns 
into focus on strengths and finding solutions

• Unilateral expertise becomes shared 
expertise

• Being an outsider changes into being 
included and embraced as part of a 
community
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And most
importantly….

• Every child and young 
person has the 
possibility to thrive!

And that is of course, why 
we are here and do what 
we do. Thank you!
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Thank you!

Saija Ohtonen-Jones

Executive Director

saija.ohtonen-jones@vanhempainliitto.fi


